Desert, Water
and Wildlife

theultimatesafari.com

ABOUT THIS SAFARI...
“How can you top this?”
This is the question that invariably pops up when I lead a small group of select guests on
my special biennial guided safari. (In-between, of course, I go by myself often to evaluate
destinations that might be included in customized itineraries for my other clients).
In 2011 my guided safari was called Hemingway on Steroids. We traversed Tanzania
in a private charter from the plains of Serengeti to the remote Katavi Game Reserve
and Mahale Mountains chimpanzee sanctuary bordering Lake Tanganyika. We slept in
luxury tents, witnessed the Great Migration in full swing, saw several lion kills, crocodiles
wrestling wildebeest to the bottom of the Mara River, chimpanzees interacting up close
and much more.
So where to in 2013?
We will be heading to Namibia to experience its unique desert scenery and wildlife
before heading to Botswana’s lush Okavango Delta and end our tour in a luxury tented
camp on the Zambian side of the mighty Zambezi River a few miles upstream from the
famous Victoria Falls. Our journey will by private air
charter and game viewing from open vehicles, boat,
makoro, air balloon and on elephant back.
In terms of scenery and wildlife our Desert, Water
and Wildlife Safari not only tops anything I have offered
to my guests to date but any of the many safaris that
I have undertaken by myself over the past forty years.
Starting off in the northern reaches of Namibia, we
will fly by private charter over the Skeleton Coast to
the Naukluft desert where animals and humans are
dwarfed by the world’s tallest dunes and take in Etosha
Park before proceeding to Botwana’s vast inland
delta with its wealth of land-based and waterborne
creatures. The trip concludes at Victoria Falls.

Dr. Les de Villiers
les@theultimatesafari.com
203-966-9645
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Guests will arrange their own commercial round-trip to Johannesburg’s OR
Tambo International Airport with addon connections to Windhoek and from
Livingstone. We arrange all the charter flights in-between. Making arrangements independently on scheduled
commercial flights are always more economical when done by clients directly.
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Day 1
Depart from JFK
The most convenient flight is on South African Airways that leaves JFK in mid-morning
and arrives at Johannesburg’s OR Tambo Airport the next morning at 8.30 a.m. (local
time) for transfer to an onward flight to Windhoek’s Hosea Kutako International Airport.
Arrival at Windhoek is around noon.
Day 2
Heinitzburg Hotel (1 night)
On our arrival at Windhoek’s Hosea Kutako International Airport we will be welcomed by
Wilderness Safaris staff and escorted to the Heinitzburg Hotel. Accommodation includes
dinner and breakfast.
Count von Schwerin commissioned castle Heinitzburg in 1914 for his fiance, Margarethe von Heinitz..
When the Raith family transformed this landmark on a hill in the Namibian capital of Windhoek into a
boutique hotel they took great care to preserve the original building. The Heinitzburg offers 16 spacious
en-suite rooms, each individually decorated. The popular Gourmet Restaurant overlooks the city skyline
and offers delicious food ranging from local venison to international á la Carte. The wine cellar contains
the largest collection of prime South African vintages in Namibia. Built into the mountain it makes for an
ideal before or after dinner meeting place.
For those who are up to it after freshening up on arrival, there will be a vehicle and guide available
to tour the capital of Namibia. This country once described as “The Land God Made in Anger” because
of the ruggedness of its landscapes, has since been more
accurately dubbed “The Land God Made in Splendor.”.
Namibia’s population of barely two million is as varied as its
terrain. Languages spoken are German, Afrikaans, English,
Herero, Ovambo and a number of other tribal tongues but
the people all have one thing in common: they are great
hosts. Over dinner with choices varying from Springbok,
Oryx and Ostrich cooked to perfection to more traditional
European dishes, we will have our pretour briefing.

Day 3
Ongava Lodge (2 nights)
In the morning we will be picked and transported to nearby Eros Airport from where
we will depart by charter aircraft to an airstrip close to Ongava Lodge, situated in the
Ongava Game Reserve bordering Etosha National Park. Our stay includes all meals, all
drinks, house wines, laundry and game viewing activities.
Ongava Lodge consists of 14 comfortable large rock and thatch chalets and is situated in the 60,000
acre private Ongava Game Reserve. Game viewing is in this area with its resident wildlife as well as the
bordering Etosha National Park stretching over an area of 9,000 sq. miles with thorn scrub and savannah
grassland surrounding a flat 2,000 sq. mile calcrete depression (or pan). During the drier months from
June to November the water holes draw the big game herds, including most of the nearly 150 mammal
species to found in the park. Among those frequenting the holes are rare and endangered species such as
the Black Rhino, Black-faced Impala, Tssesebe and Gemsbok as well as lion, elephant and large numbers
of antelope and zebra. Flamingo provide a pink carpet background.

Day 5
Serra Cafema (One night)
We are escorted to the airstrip for our flight to Serra Cafema in the northeastern corner
of Namibia along the Kunene River that borders Angola. We will spend one night in this
camp. Accommodation is in luxury suites overlooking the river. Our stay includes all
meals, all drinks, house wines, laundry and game viewing activities.
Wildlife in this area is not our primary focus. There are crocodiles, hippos, baboons, mountain zebra,
antelope and abundant bird life to be seen if you manage to take your eyes off the fascinating scenery
and otherworldly vistas that make this region look like a moonscape with water and wildlife. Activities
include a river cruise, a visit to the nearby Himba people and for those who wish to do
so, ATV
or quad rides on the dunes towering above the camp. The camp consists of eight
l a rge
luxurious thatched canvas tents raised off the ground, shaded by albida
trees and uninterrupted views of the Kunene River valley.

Day 6
Little Kulala (One night)
We proceed to the airstrip for our charter flight to Little Kulala in the Naukluft desert
near Sossusvlei, the site of the world’s largest sand dunes. Our flight will take us over
Skeleton Coast with its numerous shipwrecks as reminders of its treacherous past. Along
the way we pass over Cape Fria, Rocky Point and Cape Cross. We will spend one night in
Little Kulala. Accommodation is in luxury suites overlooking the river. Our stay includes
all meals, house wines, laundry and activities.
Little Kulala is situated in a private reserve adjoining Sossusvlei. Modern decor and vast
windows to afford visitors the full vista of mountains and dunes, regardless of whether
they were sitting in the main lodge or relaxing in their finely appointed private chalets,
replete with plunge pool and cabanas. The main purpose of this visit is, of course, to
experience the world-famous dunes of the Naukluft Namib desert—the
world’s oldest, estimated at 80 million years. We will
observe from ground level and from the sky in a
hot air balloon and also visit the Dead Vlei where
tree trunks and branches, though dead, have been
preserved for centuries in the perfect dry climate.

Day 7
Duba Plains (Two Nights)
This morning, after witnessing sunrise over the dunes and a balloon ride we proceed
on our charter aircraft to Windhoek’s Eros airport for Namibia’s custom formalities and
continue on to Maun on our way to Botswana’s lush Okavango Delta. Our destination is
Duba Plains. Our stay includes all meals, all drinks, house wines, laundry and activities.
It was at Duba Plains that Dereck and Beverly Joubert filmed their National Geographic
award-winning documentary, Relentless Enemies. Duba Plains is a daily battleground
between buffalo and their lion pursuers. While elephant, antelope and a whole variety
of other African wildlife are present, this endless confrontation between Africa’s prime
predators and their fierce opponents takes center stage. Duba Plains arguably offers its
guests the world’s best close-up view of the battle for survival in the animal kingdom. The
camp consists of six large safari tents on platforms overlooking the marshland that covers
much of the island.

Day 9
Kings Pool (2 nights)
After our morning game drive we will proceed by
charter, flying over the Okavango Delta to Kings Pool
situated along the Linyanti river in a special private
concession bordering Chobe National Park. Our stay
includes all meals, all drinks, house wines, laundry and
game viewing activities.
Kings Pool camp consists of nine luxury tented rooms
overlooking the river. Wildlife includes elephant, lion, leopard,
giraffe, hippo, wild dogs and a rich array of antelope and birds.
The Savuti Channel, dry for many years,flooded a few years ago
and attracts large
numbers of animals from the dryer bordering region during the winter months from June until
August. Fishing on a catch-and-release basis is offered as one of the activities. Relaxing on the waterfront
the deserts and dunes that we experienced only a few days ago will seem distant and unreal, almost like
something on another planet. That, after all, is the main thought behind this journey. To live the contrast
between desert and water but never be out of touch with Africa’s wildlife.

Day 11
Toka Leya (1 night)
After our morning game drive our charter
flight will take us to Livingstone’s Harry
Mwanga Nkumbula International Airport,
after stopping at Kasane for Botswana’s
exit customs formalities. We will proceed
to Toka Leya on the banks of the might
Zambezi River, a few mile upstream from
Victoria Falls. Our stay includes all meals,
all drinks, house wines, laundry and game
viewing activities.
With Toka Leya in Mosi-oa-Tunya National
Park as our base we visit Victoria Falls, one of the
world’s seven wonders, and go on an elephant ride,
visit a nearby native village and take a river cruise.
The camp consists of twelve safari-style tents on
platforms along the river.

Day 12
Departure from Livingstone
After our morning activity we will be escorted to Harry Mwanga Nkumbula International
Airport to connect with our regular scheduled commercial flight to Johannesburg in
time for a connection on our return flight on South African Airways to JFK at OR Tambo
International Airport in the evening.
Day 13
Arrival at JFK International Airport
Early morning arrival at JFK.
WHAT YOU GET…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Twin accommodation
Transport and transfers
Meals as specified in the itinerary
Soft drinks, house wine, local brand spirits, local beer, teas and coffees
Charter flights as indicated
Scheduled transfers
Scheduled game and other activities as specified
Park fees and conservancy fees

…AND WHAT YOU DON’T
•
•
•
•
•

Gratuities and all items of a personal nature
Meals and drinks not specified above
Champagne, cognacs, cellar wines, cigars and cigarettes
Scheduled commercial flights to and from Johanensburg, from Johannesburg to Windhoek 		
and from Livingstone to Johannesburg
Visa fees

