
            e just came back from Africa and had a great 
safari,” he said, putting special emphasis on “great” 
and “safari.”

He pulled out his IPhone and flipped across the 
screen with his forefinger, then handed it to me. 

What I saw was quite appalling to me as a safari 
addict. Almost like stuffing sawdust up a junkie’s 
nose. It showed vehicles crowding around lions, 
caught in heavy traffic.

“See those lions,” he explained, “We followed 
them for a while until they went off the road. I felt 
sorry for those folks who only arrived after they dis-
appeared in the distance.”

Avoiding the Traffic 
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Getting away from the madding crowd on safari

“So where did you go?” I asked.
“Serengeti in Tanzania,” he said. “We stayed in a 

lodge outside and drove in with the others every day. 
Cheap. Good value for money.”

 I have always known this guy for being tight-
fisted so I knew why he did not come to me when 
he planned his safari. He knew that I do not arrange 
cheap trips. Never would I send anyone on a safari 
where vehicles and rowdy homo sapiens join heavy 
traffic in the hope that an animal will come close.

Why would you ever want to be part of a traffic 
jam in Africa, regardless of how low the cost? You 
can get your gridlock at home for free, replete with a 
few drivers that behave like animals.

Why exchange this

For this?



           hen I think of an African safari, I hear the 
roar of the lions, the snorting of hippos, the trumpet-
ing of elephants and a concert of bird songs. The Africa 
that enthralled the likes of Teddy Roosevelt and Ernest 
Hemingway.

It is Hemingway that summed up the experience 
best in his usual succinct manner: 

“All I wanted to do now was to get back to Africa. We 
had not left yet, but when I would wake at night, I would lie, 
listening, homesick for it already.”

In a real safari Nature rules. Your singular vehicle 
is a quiet observation post. No traffic around or any 
rowdy booze cruisers. Subdued conversation and tak-
ing pictures or videos while you watch the animals do-
ing their own thing.

Your field guide will know how close to take you 
without interfering or putting you in danger.  In the 
private concessions the guides are allowed to take you 
off-road to the animals instead of being confined to the 
main roads and waiting for a few animals to come your 
way.

While no sighting is guaranteed, the field guides 
are expert enough to follow animals through their 
tracks, their dung and sheer instinct. But they will all 
tell you that it is also a matter of seeing what Nature 
brings. It is not a zoo.

Speaking of field guides, I evaluate camps not 
merely in terms of their comfort and luxury but the 
quality of the game viewing experience. This depends 
not only on the biomass or numbers of animals in a 
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specific region but the quality of the field guides. They 
all go through rigorous training not only in animal 
biology and behavior, but safety measures, and even 
astrology. But some are better than others .

In short: The softest bed, the best cuisine and 
care back at the camp hardly compensate for a so-so 
experience in the wild,

        et me be clear. I do not only cater to the super-
wealthy who simply instruct me to arrange a trip and 
write a check.  I also cater for those who do not have an 
unlimited budget.

There are various ways to cut cost. Camps differ 
in their grades of luxury from classic to premier or, as 
I prefer to put it, from Hemingway to Hemingway on  
Steroids. They all are based in the midst of plenty of 
wildlife in secluded areas.

It is possible to steer far away from the daytrippers 
even in national parks where small camps are situated 
in remote areas or private concessions. There are also 
parks largely undiscovered by the masses. 

Rates drop drastically in the top private camps 
during the so-called low or green season. Naturally, 
the first thought that comes to mind is that it must be a 
second rate experience. Why else would the owners of 
these luxury facilities slash rates? 

As someone who has been to safari country many 
times both during its peak and off-season periods, al-
low me to make a few observations and share with you 
not only my green season experiences but a few of my 
wildlife sightings as well as images of the accommoda-
tions that come with the deal.

      The mid-summer months in Africa from 
November until March are the quieter off-peak (low or 

“green” season) period. The peak winter months are 
dryer with game concentrating at the depleting water 
sources. There is less foliage and the animals are much 
easier to spot. Temperatures are mild and nights and 
early mornings chilly. 

Naturally temperatures rise considerably during 
the African summer. There is the likelihood that you 
may encounter a downpour or two—usually a quick 
affair. The lush growth and availability of water cause 
the wildlife to disperse over a wider area and make it 
more difficult to track them. But a field guide worth his 
or her salt will find them.

High and low seasons are, however, not solely re-
lated to the weather. May to September happens to 
be the prime vacation period in the Northern Hemi-
sphere.  This is the time when Americans plan their 
trips abroad. Private camps with their limited space 
are usually fully booked a year ahead for this period. 

      lease feel free to contact me when you are ready 
to go on a real safari, far away from the madding 
crowds. I will be happy to arrange a trip that suits your 
budget. But I cannot compete with cheap. After all, I 
arrange real safaris not a  traffic jam in Africa.

Les de Villiers
les@theultimatesafari.com

WWW.THEULTIMATESAFARI.COM
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